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Finding somewhere large enough to accommodate your group
can sometimes be a bit of a challenge. But there is plenty of
choice in The National Forest and Beyond.

Many of our attractions have excellent restaurants on-site.
The listings on the previous pages detail the seating capacity
for their on-site restaurants and cafés. We also have numerous
hotels across the area, which serve delicious lunches and
dinners. Find out more on these in our ‘Staying over’ section.

Venues that we have recommended in the itineraries (pages 6-
7) include The John Thompson Inn at Ingleby, which is
renowned for the quality and value of both its lunchtime
carvery and home brewed ales. Classics is set in a beautiful
medieval barn in the grounds of Donington le Heath Manor
House, with its terrace overlooking the newly restored
seventeenth century herb garden. Appleby Inn is located just
off the A42, handy for Twycross and Conkers, and regularly
caters for large groups, offering good value for money.

There are hundreds of tea-shops and cafés, pubs and inns,
restaurants and picnic spots across the area. If you would like
help in finding somewhere suitable, contact the Tourist
Information Centres (see page 28).

Mealstops

Appleby Inn, 01530 270 463, www.theapplebyinnhotel.co.uk
Classics, 01530 817 214, www.classics1485.co.uk
The John Thompson Inn, 01332 862 469,
www.johnthompsoninn.com
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Best Western Premier Yew Lodge Hotel

Bretby Lane, Bretby, DE15 0QS
Telephone: 01283 703 355
E-mail: info@plantersatbretby.com
Website: www.plantersatbretby.com
Family-run garden centre. With over 20-years experience, our horticultural staff can help with all
your gardening enquiries. Nice shopping experience for gardening goods, plants, gifts and aquatics.
Sandy beach all year round for the children and great Christmas display from October onwards.
Group activities/tours: Talks available. Pre-booking essential
Max group size: 60
Restaurant/café seating capacity: 150
Driver perks: Free lunch in restaurant

40. Planters at Bretby

Rangemore, Staffordshire, DE13 9RN
Telephone: 01283 716 467
E-mail: mail@byrkley.co.uk
Website: www.byrkley.co.uk
Behind the high walls of one of the country’s most beautiful garden centres lies a true “Aladdin’s
Cave” of great ideas for the garden and home. Fresh with seasonal stock, expert advice, “Seasons”
and The Garden Room Restaurants, gift wrapping and convenient delivery service, Byrkley Garden
Centre is a wonderful experience. Whether you’re a seasoned gardener or just looking for some
inspiration, a few hours at Byrkley will provide you with 1001 ideas.
Group activities/tours: Talks and demonstrations available. Pre-booking essential
Restaurant/café seating capacity: 360
Driver perks: Free lunch and drink in restaurant
School party activities tailored to National Curriculum

39. Byrkley Garden Centre

Annwell Lane, Smisby, Ashby de la Zouch, Leicestershire,
LE65 2TA
Telephone: 01530 413 700
E-mail: sales@bluebellnursery.com
Website: www.bluebellnursery.com
The 9 acre arboretum offers a beautiful woodland walk with rare, labelled plant treasures on display
to entice the real enthusiast! Specialist tree and shrub nursery is attached to the gardens with most
of the plants displayed in the gardens available for sale. 
Group activities / tours: Pre-booked guided tours of the arboretum (woodland garden) looking at
the truly fascinating and unusual trees and shrubs
Max group size: 50
Driver perks: Free cup of tea/coffee
Group organiser perks: Free entry for organiser of pre-booked groups 20+
Ranger /tour guide available

38. Bluebell Arboretum & Nursery

Set within woodland in The National Forest
Telephone: 0784 306 4114
E-mail: info@woodland-ways.co.uk
Website: www.woodland-ways.co.uk
Have fun and discover the age old techniques of bushcraft and wilderness survival - all in a natural
but safe environment. Courses include the core activities of shelter building, fire lighting, water
sourcing/purification and food collection and preparation (both plant and animal) but also related
activities such as tree and plant identification, nature awareness, tracking, basketry, cordage
making, bark work, carving, navigation, camp craft, outdoor cooking and woodland management. 
Group activities/tours: From a single session to a five day residential course
Max group size: 30
Ranger/tour guide available • School party activities tailored to National Curriculum

37. Woodland Ways Bushcraft
& Survival

Wood Lane, Uttoxeter, Staffordshire, ST14 8BD
Telephone: 01889 562561
E-mail: info@uttoxeter-racecourse.co.uk
Website: www.uttoxeter-racecourse.co.uk
Uttoxeter Racecourse is the finest country racecourse in the land! With around 25 fixtures spread
evenly throughout the year, there is guaranteed fun for everyone!

36. Uttoxeter Racecourse

Sir Herbert Wragg Way, Swadlincote, Derbyshire, DE11 8LP
Telephone: 01283 217 200
E-mail: jnl-swadlincote@nikegroup.co.uk
Website: www.jnlswadlincote.co.uk
We cater for large and diverse groups whether you want to learn new skills, get active or just have
fun. The centre features a 160-metre Perma-snow™ main ski slope and a 50-metre Perma-snow™
nursery slope. We also offer a 650-metre ‘Cresta Run’ Toboggan track. You can experience the thrill
of whizzing down a 70-metre section of the main slope on a Sno-Tube.
Group activities/tours: Skiing or Snowboarding Lessons available for beginners through to expert
racers. Activities can be combined for a range of group sizes to create half day or full day Fun
Activity Packages
Max group size: 100
Restaurant/café seating capacity: 100
Other: Open evenings
Group discounts: Group rates available
Driver perks: Free tea/coffee
Group organiser perks: Free entry to organiser for groups 10+
Group discounts available • School party activities tailored to National Curriculum

35. Swadlincote Ski & Snowboard
Centre

Tutbury, Staffordshire
Telephone: 01283 810 275
E-mail: info@seasonedcourses.com
Website: www.seasonedcourses.com
The Midlands-based cookery school with a course for every capability. Seasoned specialises in
making cookery courses an accessible, inspirational and dynamic experience. A hands-on, ‘real’ food
approach combining passionate chefs with fantastic ingredients - to teach and enthuse people
about food.
Group activities/tours: Seasoned Courses accommodates groups of up to 35 for a range of food
and wine tasting events or smaller groups of up to 12 for hands-on cookery days
Max group size: 35/12
Group discounts: Discount rates for groups 10+
Group discounts available

34. Seasoned Courses

Burton Road, Rosliston, Swadlincote, Derbyshire, DE12 8JX
Telephone: 01283 563 483
Telephone for school bookings: 01283 535 039
E-mail: enquiries@roslistonforestrycentre.co.uk
E-mail for school bookings: rosliston@south-derbys.gov.uk
Website: www.roslistonforestrycentre.co.uk 
Treat your group to a great day out at Rosliston Forestry Centre. Whether it’s a quiet walk in the
sensory garden or through the woods to the lake or something more energetic like cycling or laser
games. 
Group activities/tours: Birds of prey, cycle hire, crazy golf, environmental education, laser games,
laser clay, archery and orienteering
Max group size: 100
Restaurant/café seating capacity: 65
Other: Forest Lodges on site (sleep 8-10)
Group discounts: Reduced rates for charities and community groups
Group discounts available • Ranger/tour guide available • School party activities
tailored to National Curriculum

33. Rosliston Forestry Centre

Blooming Lovely

16 Please mention this guide when booking your visit


