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EXPLORE

The National Forest

ON HORSEBACK

In the very Heart of England, across parts of
Leicestershire, Derbyshire and Staffordshire,

some 200 square miles of town and

countryside is being transformed, blending fi’
ancient woodland with new planting to 24
create a new multi-purpose forest for : ! Fop,
the nation on a scale not seen in this N’"‘\i&-
country for a thousand years.

Be Safe Be Courteous
B Wear protective B Thank motorists who
headgear to the are courteous to you

current BSI standard. when you are riding
Make sure that it fits on roads.
correctly and is secure. B Be aware of other

Bl Check your tack users who may be on
before you set off. the site or bridleway.

B Wear reflective B Respect the land on
clothing if riding on which you are riding.
roads and in poor B If conditions are
light conditions. unsuitable and the

B Read & learn from the landowner has to
British Horse Society close a permissive
“Riding and Road Safety route, please respect

Manual” (available from this decision.
the BHS).
Further Contacts
Be Helpful ngeration of East
Midlands Bridleways

B Report any problems Association

which you find to the 123 Park Road,

site owner or to the Loughborough,

National Forest
Company. Report
problems on a
dedicated bridleway
to the relevant
County Council.

Leics LE11 3AE
Tel: 01509 215619

British Horse Society
Stoneleigh Deer Park,
Kenilworth,

Warks CV8 2XZ
Tel: 08701 202 244
Fax: 01926 707 800
www.bhs.org.uk

As well as off-road riding, there are a number
of licensed riding centres within the Forest area.
A full listing can be obtained from the British Horse
Society or from your local authority.

When Riding in The National Forest

NORWOOD

Site Description: 6.42 ha new
woodland near Ticknall

Routes: Grass route around
perimeter of site

Parking: No parking available

Facilities: No additional
facilities available

Permit Required? No

Bridleway Links: Good links to
neighbouring sites - Nut Wood,
Stantons Wood, Smith’s Wood
and rest of network

NUT WOOD

Site Description: 22.4 ha

of new woodland near
Melbourne in South
Derbyshire

Routes: 1.3 km grass routes
around the western and
southern edge of wood using
new and existing tracks

Parking: No parking available
Facilities: No additional
facilities

Permit Required? No

Bridleway Links: Direct links
to nearby Robin Wood and
thus to Ticknall

SMITH’S WOOD

Site Description: 16.91 ha
new woodland near
Melbourne

Routes: Grass track around
the outside perimeter of
the site

Parking: No box parking
Facilities: Mountain bike
course and angling

Permit Required? No

Bridleway Links: Adjacent
bridleway links to Nut Wood,
Norwood, Stantons Wood and
surrounding areas

PARK FARM, IBSTOCK

Site Description: 32 ha
new woodland on the edge
of Ibstock

Routes: 800 m of grassed
routes through site linking to
existing unclassified County
Highway

Parking: No parking available

Facilities: No additional
facilities available

Permit Required? Key
required from landowner on
01530 260455. Cost £50
per annum

Bridleway Links: Links to
existing unclassified County
Highway and thus to adjacent
Grange Wood and other
byways and bridleways

STAUNTON HAROLD

Site Description: 800 ha
private estate of farmland and
extensive woodland, both high
forest and new woodland

Routes: 7.5 km of internal
roads and tracks, mostly
traffic free

Parking: Ferrers Centre Car
park at Staunton Harold and
on Concrete Road off B587
Melbourne Road between
Lount and Newbold
Coleorton (Start of The
Beaumont Way)

Facilities: None on Concrete
Road but extensive facilities at
Ferrers Centre

Permit Required? Yes.
Contact Edward Blunt, Hall
Farm, Coleorton LEG7 8FB
Tel 01530 563896

Bridleway Links: The
Beaumont Way bridleway
lies within the estate.

A hunting gate off the

Way links to a route through
Lount Nature Reserve to
Melbourne Road

34 SENCE VALLEY
FOREST PARK

Site Description: 60 ha
country park created on
former mining land
near Heather

Routes: Bridleway from
Heather to A447 and
permissive tracks linking
to byway across north end
of site. 170 m of grassed
tracks, separated from
disabled access routes.
1350 m of surfaced tracks
which also provide a route
for walkers

Parking: Car parking only
due to overhead barriers at
site entrance

Facilities: Toilets, bird hide,
wildlife pools and an
angling pool

Permit Required? No

Bridleway Links: Bridleway
link to Heather. Byway to
Heather - Ravenstone Lane
and across A447 past
Blackberry Farm to
Richmond Road and links to
Ibstock, Ellistown and
Donington-le-Heath

GRANGEWOOD,
S8 IBSTOCK

Site Description: 62 ha
woodland on the edge
of Ibstock

Routes: Network of routes
through woodland, including
gallops

Parking: No parking available

Facilities: No additional
facilities available

Permit Required? Yes,
annually for the gallops.
Contact Andrew Moseley on
07968 011481

Bridleway Links: Good
external links via bridleways
and byways

CUCKOO
36 Y

Site Description: 24 ha new
woodland planting on former
farmland near Swannington

Routes: Byway (a SUSTRANS
cycle route) from Robin Hood
pub to A511 bisects site and
has 2 dead end bridleways
leading off. Grass rides around
edges of 2 planting blocks

Parking: Car park only with
no access to riding routes
from there

Facilities: Angling pools
Permit Required? Yes, for the

grass rides. Contact landowner
Mr Adcock on 01530 836712

Bridleway Links: Short road
link at Swannington to small
network on other side of road.
Cycle track and verge links to
Thornborough Road and

bridleway behind golf course

e THE PARTINGS
S woop and
SHILCRAFT

Site Description: 50 ha of
new woodland near Stanton
under Bardon

Routes: Grassed rides and
2 water splashes

Parking: No parking available

Facilities: No additional
facilities available

Permit Required? Annual
permit with key available for
both sites from Mrs Wright on
01530 242443. Cost £35 per
annum for adults, discount for
under 16s

Bridleway Links: The two
woods are linked with access
to Shilcraft through Partings

VALE FARM

Site Description: 20.26 ha
new woodland adjacent to the
M1 at Copt Oak

Routes: Grass tracks through
the new woodland on
designated routes

Parking: No parking available

Facilities: No additional
facilities available except
hitching rails

Permit Required? Yes, free of
charge from the landowner at
Vale Farm, Charley Road,
Charley, Loughborough

Bridleway Links: No external
bridleway links

€8] BEACON HILL

Site Description: Country park
owned by Leicestershire
County Council. Heathland,
woodland and rocky outcrops

Routes: Extensive network of
permissive horse tracks
including sanded track round
Native Tree Collection and a
new link to Dean’s Lane

Parking: Good parking at
Lower and Upper car parks.
Charge

Facilities: Toilets
Permit Required? No

Bridleway Links: Link to
nearby Broombriggs Farm and
road links to bridleway to
Loughborough and
Woodhouse Eaves

BROOMBRIGGS
Y FARM

Site Description: 62 ha typical
working Charnwood farm
owned by Leicestershire
County Council

Routes: Separate horse tracks
around grazing fields

Parking: Box parking at
Beacon Hill

Facilities: None
Permit Required? No

Bridleway Links: Bridleway
from Mill Lane, Woodhouse
Eaves to Beacon Hill
entrance runs partly through
the farm. Other bridleways
reached via Meadow Lane,
Woodhouse Eaves

4 GREY LODGE
41 WOoOoD

Site Description: 9.8 ha of
new woodland adjacent to the
M1 and Martinshaw Wood
near Ratby

Routes: 250 m of grass
track through site to link
Martinshaw with Cow Lane
bridleway

Parking: No parking available

Facilities: No additional
facilities

Permit Required? No

Bridleway Links: Road
crossing to Cow Lane
bridleway and thence to Ratby
bridleway network but no
direct link to Martinshaw yet.
Links as for Ratby and
Peartree sites

RATBY BURROUGHS
42 and
PEARTREE WOOD

Site Description: 2 Woodland
Trust sites adjacent to each
other and to mature
Martinshaw Woods. The two
new sites comprise nearly 50
ha of new woodland on
former farmland

Routes: Network of bridleways
in Ratby Burroughs extended
by a surfaced route through
Peartree Farm which give a
direct link across Markfield
Lane to Martinshaw Wood,
Grey Lodge Wood and back to
Cow Lane entrance to the
bridleway network

Parking: No box parking

Facilities: No additional
facilities available

Permit Required? No, but
riding is limited to waymarked
permissive routes and existing
public bridleways

Bridleway Links: Direct links
to Old Woodlands and Hollow
Oak Wood; bridleway links
from Ratby to Glenfield; Cow
Lane to Groby and road links
to Thornton and Merrylees

w9y HOLLOW OAK
&&] woop

Site Description: 11.7 ha of
new woodland adjacent to
Old Woodlands near
Newtown Unthank

Routes: 740 m of grass track
with links to existing
bridleways

Parking: No parking available

Facilities: No additional
facilities available

Permit Required? No, the site
has open, permissive access
(closed one day per annum
except for Public Rights

of Way)

Bridleway Links: Excellent
links to nearby Ratby sites,
including Peartree,
Martinshaw, etc

OLD WOODLANDS

Site Description: 10.1 ha of
new woodland near Newtown
Unthank in Leicestershire
Routes: 1.1 km of grass track
linking to existing bridleway
network

Parking: No parking available
Facilities: No additional
facilities

Permit Required? No

Bridleway Links: Excellent
links to nearby Ratby sites,
including Peartree, etc

%I BRADGATE
45 PARK

Site Description: 340 ha
country park and deer park
of woodland and heathland
managed by the Bradgate
Park Trust

Routes: Concessionary
tracks laid out across the
park linking Newtown
Linford, Hunt's Hill and
Hallgates. Access by large
kissing gate at Hunt’s Hill;
special box gates at other
2 entrances. Park closed to
riders at weekends, Bank
Holidays and on Wed and
Thurs afternoons or when
ground conditions are
unsuitable (at the discretion
of the Land Agent and
Ranger)

Parking: Good box parking
available at all 3 entrances
(charge)

Facilities: Toilets. Small
visitor centre and shop at
Newtown Linford

Permit Required? No,
but please adhere to the
restrictions on time of use

Bridleway Links: External
links to Swithland Woods and
Swithland from Hallgates

SWITHLAND WOODS

Site Description: 58 ha
mature woodland, part of the
ancient Charnwood Forest

Routes: Extensive network
of bridlewaysplus a
permissive route from The
Triangle (road junction)
marked as riding routes

Parking: Box parking at
Hallgates entrance to
Bradgate Park (charge)

Facilities: No additional
facilities

Permit Required? No
Bridleway Links: Links to
Swithland village and via

short road links to Hallgates
entrance to Bradgate Park



www.nationalforest.org

YOXMOR BANK

Site Description: 12.5 ha
woodland at the gateway to the
Forest at Yoxall

Routes: Permissive grass route
around 2 compartments

Parking: No parking available
Facilities: No additional
facilities

Permit Required? No

Bridleway Links: No external
links

JACKSONS BANK

Site Description: Owned by the
Duchy of Lancaster. Ancient
woodland & conifer plantation

Routes: Separate routes
through the wood. RIDERS
MUST NOT USE THE SURFACED
ROUTES THROUGH THE WOOD

Parking: Good box parking

Facilities: No additional
facilities available

Permit Required? No

Bridleway Links: No external
links

ELAND LODGE
8 EQUESTRIAN

www.elandlodge.com

Site Description: 40 ha
equestrian facility between
Draycott in the Clay and
Newborough adjacent to 21 ha
National Forest Tender Scheme

Routes: 3 km of grass hacking
routes and additional 24 ha
cross country course, including
many multichoice complexes.
Show jumping & menage areas

Parking: Horse box parking
available

Facilities: A large, well-stocked
Saddlery & Country Clothing store
is on site with hot drinks & toilets
available. A wash down/hosing
area is available for horses. Livery
& coaching are also available

Permit Required? £15.00 per
non member, £12.00 per
member to use. Group Rates
available and BHSI Instructor
available or bring your own.
Tel 01283 575856

Bridleway Links: No external
links yet but owners negotiating
with neighbouring landowners

WHITEWOOD

Site Description: 24.36 ha
new and existing woodland
near Yoxall

Routes: Waymarked grass
route among new trees and
ancient woodland

Parking: No parking available

Facilities: No facilities
available

Permit Required? Site now for
use by clubs or organised use

only. MUST HAVE INSURANCE

COVER. Contact Mrs Cutler on
01543 472367

Bridleway Links: No external
links

NORMAN’S WOOD

Site Description: 26 ha new
woodland near Yoxall

Routes: Grassed routes
around the perimeter of main
compartment

Parking: No parking available

Facilities: No additional
facilities available

Permit Required? Yes,
contact Mrs Froggatt on
01889 504222

Bridleway Links: No external
links

E CATTON ESTATE
www.catton-hall.com

Site Description: Private
facility on the Catton estate

Routes: 7 miles of private
tracks with 36 optional
professionally built jumps and
BHS event course up to
intermediate standard. Also,
carriage driving course and
facilities for pony club
competitions and camps

Parking: By arrangement with
the owner

Facilities: No additional
facilities available

Permit Required? Yes, must
be member of UK Chasers.
(www.ukchasers.com) For
further details contact the
landowner Mr Neilson on
01283 716311

Bridleway Links: One
bridleway across the land from
Donkhill towards Walton

Hoar Cross

RADDLE FARM

Site Description: 29 ha of
new woodland planted on
former farmland near Coton in
the Elms

Routes: Mown grass rides
around the edge of the
planting blocks and on
surfaced track through site

Parking: No box parking
Facilities: No additional
facilities

Permit Required? No,

the site has free access
(from the Coton to Lullington
Road only)

Bridleway Links: There

are no bridleway links to
other sites
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GRANGEWOOD FARM
FORESTRY & PARK
FARM

Site Description: 2 sites
totalling 80 ha of new
woodland planting on former
farmland near Netherseal
and Linton

Routes: Grass rides
throughout the sites and
jumps course on Grangewood
site. Total length of riding
routes approx 8 km

Parking: Good parking for
horse boxes at Grangewood
Farm. Car park for walkers has
overhead barrier

Facilities: Livery available
at Grangewood Farm;
angling pools

Permit Required? Yes, joint
permit for the two sites
available from Grangewood
Farm. Tel 01283 760063
(Mrs Kirkland)

Bridleway Links: Nearby sites
at Foxley Wood and Beehive
Farm are linked by lanes

E SEAL BROOK WOOD

Site Description: 19 ha new
woodland near Clifton
Campville

Routes: Cross country route
around the perimeter of
woodland blocks linking off
adjacent lane

Parking: No parking available.
Facilities: No additional
facilities available

Permit Required? Key
required from landowner,

Mr Thirlby on 07815 176241

Bridleway Links: Adjacent
lane links to bridleway to
Netherseal (No. 1)

GUNBY LEA

Site Description: 48.6 ha
woodland in two parts near
Netherseal

Routes: 2400 m permissive
linear grassed route around
southern compartments

Parking: Small layby adjacent

Facilities: No additional
facilities

Permit Required? Yes £60 +
VAT valid April-October. From
the owner, Mr Leedham on
07835 254858

Bridleway Links: No external
links

WADLANDS WOOD

Site Description: 31 ha of
new woodland planted on
former mining land near
Overseal

Routes: Mown grass
tracks, separated from
walking routes

Parking: No parking available
Facilities: No facilities
available

Permit Required? Yes,

from the landowner, Mr Deo
on 01332 202444.

Cost £20 per annum

Bridleway Links: Nearest site
at Foxley Wood, Linton,
accessible only by road: no
direct bridleway links

Walton-on-Trent

MARY’S WOOD

Site Description: 6.4 ha new
woodland in Shortheath, Moira

Routes: Permissive grass
routes around the site. Riders
MUST follow the bridleway as
certain grass routes are
available to walkers only

Parking: No parking available

Facilities: No additional
facilities available

Permit Required? No

Bridleway Links: New
permissive links created to
Donisthorpe Woodland Park &
Shortheath Road

M42

FARM

Site Description: 45 ha new
woodland on the edge of
Barton-under-Needwood

Routes: Grassed routes
around the perimeter

Parking: No parking available

Facilities: No additional
facilities available

Permit Required? Key
required for gate from the
landowner, Mr Mycock on
01283 711958. Cost £5
and riders MUST provide
evidence of insurance cover
and sign a disclaimer
Bridleway Links: Nearby
bridleways at Dunstall Estate
linked by roads

BARTON PARK

RANGEMORE ESTATE

Site Description: 30 ha of
mature woodland with rides
cut through and around

the woods

Routes: 3.5 ha of rides on
mown track around edge of
field and through woods

Parking: Good box parking
available at beginning of ride
at Linthurst Farm

Facilities: No additional
facilities

Permit Required? Yes,
available from the Estate
Office, Home Farm,
Rangemore, Burton-on-Trent.
Cost £10 per day or £120 per
year. Tel 01283 712382

Bridleway Links: None, but
linking C18 with Newborough/
Barton-under-Needwood road

15 ROSLISTON
FORESTRY
CENTRE

www.roslistonforestrycentre.co.uk

Site Description: 90 ha site
with new and mature
woodland, pools, meadows
and stream

Routes: Limited riding
available at southern end of
site (near Caldwell) on
grass tracks

Parking: The horse routes
are not accessible from the
car park

Facilities: Visitor centre,
tea room, holiday lodges,
classroom and craft
workshops at car park

Permit Required? Yes,
from the Forestry
Commission at Rugeley.
£20 for the year.

Tel 01889 586593

Bridleway Links: No external
bridleway links - road links to
sites at Beehive Farm and
Grangewood

g7 EEEHIVE FARM &
8] WoODLAND

www.beehivefarm-
woodlandlakes.co.uk

Site Description: 19 ha of
new woodland on former
farmland

Routes: 2 km of mown grass
tracks, separated from walking
and disabled access routes.
Carriage driving also available
by arrangement

Parking: Good box parking

Facilities: Toilets, tea room,
pet and pony shop, craft
workshops, angling, camping
and children’s farm

Permit Required? Yes,
available from the farm. Cost
£1 as courtesy payment if
hacking in

Cost for box parking approx
£5. Tel 01283 761467

Bridleway Links: Nearest
sites at Grangewood and
Park Farm are linked by lanes
only: no direct bridleway

links exist

Melbourne

BADGER WOOD

Site Description: 31 ha new
woodland on former farmland
near Coton Park

Routes: Grass loop through
woodland off upgraded route
along site edge

Parking: No parking available
for horse boxes. Limited off-
road car parking

Facilities: Badger Wood Pet
Crematorium - with memorial
plaques available - forms part
of the site

Permit Required? Yes.
Contact the owner, Mr Hodson
Walker on 01283 215549.
Open access for walkers

Bridleway Links: No bridleway
links

FOXLEY WOOD

Site Description: 29 ha of
new woodland on former
farmland at Linton

Routes: 800 m grass ride link
off bridleway along eastern
edge of site

Parking: No box parking

Facilities: No additional
facilities available

Permit Required? No, the site
has open access on foot but
riding is limited to this
waymarked permissive route
and the bridleway only

Bridleway Links:
External links to Linton
village and High Cross

Bank. Nearest sites
linked by roads

19 ASHBY WOULDS
HERITAGE TRAIL

Site Description: 7.2 km long
former railway line linking
Spring Cottage and Measham
in Leicestershire

Routes: Surfaced trackbed
shared with walkers, cyclists
and disabled. Gates along the
track but with horse

accesses provided

Parking: Only box parking is at
Conkers Waterside as all other
car parks along the trail have
height barriers

Facilities: Visitor Centre at
Moira has toilets and
refreshments. No hitching rails!
Permit Required? No
Bridleway Links: Road links at
Spring Cottage end along
B5004 to Feanedock Covert
and Boothorpe

FEANEDOCK
COVERT
Site Description: 6.5 ha of

new woodland adjacent to an
existing woodland near Moira

Routes: Bridleway runs
from Gorse Lane (the
bridleway to Boothorpe), on
grass track inside hedge
alongside B586 to exit
opposite B5004 to Spring
Cottage and Overseal

Parking: Small car park with
height barrier

Facilities: No additional
facilities

Permit Required? No, but
please keep to the bridleway
which is a permissive route on
the site

Bridleway Links: Links to
Boothorpe, Norris Hill and
Woodville via Gorse Lane,
along B5004 to Ashby Woulds
Heritage Trail at Spring
Cottage

SHORT HAZEL
FARM

Site Description: 17 ha
woodland on the edge of
Hartshorne

Routes: Grass routes
through site

Parking: Parking available
Facilities: Cross country
fences available at day rate

Permit Required? Yes.
Contact Mrs Hatton on
07971 151367

Bridleway Links: No external
links

‘ '
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PRESTOP PARK

Site Description: 18.24 ha of
new woodland near Ashby de
la Zouch, Leicestershire

Routes: Permissive grass track
through the site and linking to
the B5003 and A511

Parking: No parking available
Facilities: No additional
facilities

Permit Required? Yes, access
is key controlled. Contact

landowner Mr Stanley on
01530 412224

Bridleway Links: No links to
the network

HARRY’S WOOD

Site Description: 11.3 ha
woodland on the edge
of Smisby

Routes: Permissive grass
route inside hedge on
southern boundary to take
riders off Heath Lane
Parking: No parking available
Facilities: No additional
facilities

Permit Required? No
Bridleway Links: No bridleway
links

24 HAYES PARK WOOD

Site Description: 104 ha site
with new woodland, existing
Ancient Woodland and
grassland near Ticknall

Routes: 1600 m permissive
linear grassed route leading
off Mereoak Lane and around
northern part of site

Parking: No parking available
Facilities: No additional
facilities

Permit Required? No

Bridleway Links: Mereoak
Lane (No. 57) links to Coal
Lane and thus The Oaklands
and Rowan Wood

%¢] THE OAKLANDS

Site Description: 14.8 ha
woodland near Hartshorne

Routes: Permissive grass
route through centre of site

Parking: No parking available
Facilities: No additional
facilities

Permit Required? No

Bridleway Links: Link to
bridleway at Rowan Wood
(Buildings Farm) and to
Mereoak Lane (No. 57) and
thus Hayes Park Wood via
adjacent Coal Lane

STANTONS AND
Z¢ WINDMILL

Site Description: 60 ha of
new woodland near Ticknall,
Derbyshire

Routes: Tracks along western
and southern edge of site and
linking to existing bridleways

Parking: By appointment only.
Tel Mr Stanton on 01332
862044

Facilities: Site also includes
areas for carriage driving and
a cross country course, with
use by appointment

Permit Required? Not for the
bridleway but other facilities by
arrangement only

Bridleway Links: Direct links
to the Rights of Way to Robin
Wood and Ticknall and nearby
Nut Wood. On the route of the
Horseshoe Trail (leaflet from
South Derbyshire District
Council)

SCADDOWS OAK

Site Description: 9 ha new
native woodland on Severn
Trent Water land by Foremark
reservoir

Routes: Grass loop path off
the main bridleway through
the new planting

Parking: Individual box
parking available at Bendalls
Car Park and for larger events
elsewhere by arrangement -
01332 865081

Facilities: Visitor centre,
toilets, refreshments

Permit Required? No

Bridleway Links: Excellent
external links to extensive
network of bridleways in the
area with very little road
work needed

LAMONT WOOD

Site Description: 20 ha
woodland adjacent to
Foremark Reservoir

Routes: Grass tracks around
perimeter

Parking: Individual box
parking available in adjacent
Severn Trent Bendalls car park
(see Scaddows Oaks entry)

Facilities: Adjacent Severn
Trent site has visitor centre
with associated facilities

Permit Required? Yes.

Key required for bridle gates.
Obtained from Foremark Park
Farm for small deposit.

Tel 01332 865427

Bridleway Links: Direct

link to bridleway to Scaddows
Oaks and extensive network in
the area. New link created to
Scaddows Lane woodland




