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National Walking month falls 
during May, and we think this 
is one of the best times of the 
year to enjoy our natural world. 
Being out in the warm sunshine 
and seeing the drama of spring 
blossom, enjoying the heady scent 
of bluebells carpeting ancient 
woods, and spotting wildlife in 
abundance is good for the mind 
and soul.

For this year’s National Forest 
walking festival we have decided 
to do things a little differently. 
As you can imagine, it has been 
incredibly tricky to plan for a 
real-life festival so, together 
with our partners and volunteer 
walk leaders, we have compiled 
a whole range of walks for you 
to discover with your family or 
friends.

WELCOME to the National Forest 
Walking Festival self-led walks guide!
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The National Forest is the boldest 
environmentally-led regeneration project in 
the country. With the help of a very special 
VIP, we have just celebrated the planting of 
our 9 millionth tree! But we are not resting 
on our laurels, and have our sights set on 

the next milestone. We’d love you to help us 
reach 10 million!

Support us through a donation to help us 
create and look after the Forest, or help us 

plant more trees. You can also volunteer your 
time to help with managing our woodlands 

and maintaining our walking routes.

For more information visit
www.nationalforest.org

Here in the National Forest we 
are blessed with hundreds of 
miles of footpaths, trails and 
woodland walks to enjoy. Over 
80% of the new woodlands 
created as part of the National 
Forest are publicly accessible, 
and there are some wonderful 
attractions such as Calke Abbey, 
Rosliston Forestry Centre and 
Bradgate Park to explore.

Discover our historic towns and 
villages, enjoy the wonderful 
countryside and learn more about 
the area’s rich and varied history. 
Look out for the surprising range of 
wildlife in and around the Forest, 
and marvel at the geological 
stories beneath our feet. Lace up 
your boots, grab a map or pick 
up a leaflet, and go outside and 
adventure under your own steam.
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The National Forest Way

The National Forest Way extends over 75 miles from 
the National Memorial Arboretum in Staffordshire 
to Beacon Hill Country Park in Leicestershire. You 
can walk it east to west or west to east, the choice 
is yours. The route uses public Rights of Way and 
permissive paths, and was created with the support 
of landowners within the Forest.

It is suitable for experienced and new walkers alike.
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You can download trail leaflets from the website or pick 
up information from local Tourist Information Centres. 
The leaflets have detailed maps and directions for each 
stage of the route.

For more information,
visit: www.nationalforestway.co.uk
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For more information visit www.nationalforesttrek.co.uk
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Find them on our website
www.nationalforest.org/get-involved/promoted-walks

National Forest Walks
The National Forest Company has created a range of promoted circular walks 
across the Forest. Ranging in length from three to 15 miles, they explore the best 
of the heritage, wildlife, scenery and culture that the Forest has to offer. 

Each walk has its own downloadable leaflet containing a map of the route, 
detailed directions for how to follow it and information on places of interest 
along the walk.

A new range of 
leaflets has been 
produced with 
updated information, 
and there are two new 
walks to enjoy!
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www.southderbyshire.gov.uk

Teddy Walks
These are ideal for families with 
young children. Download the 
maps from the South Derbyshire 
District Council website, then 
follow these 1 mile routes as you 
read the story of Bertie Bear’s 
adventure in each location. There 
are 9 to choose from! Also, look 
out for led walks of these when 
the real Bertie Bear will lead a 
group around a chosen location.

www.southderbyshire.gov.uk/our-
services/things-to-do-and-places-
to-visit/get-active/teddy-trails
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From the back of the Riverside Hotel enter 
the NR by walking over the small bridge to 
the right of a large willow tree. Turn right and 
follow the footpath until it veers left at the 
top corner of the Reserve.

Continue along the edge of the Reserve, 
parallel to the railway line, passing several 
fruit trees along the way.

Eventually you will reach a bridge over 
the railway which provides access to the 
Branston Leas Housing Estate. At this point 
your route starts to follow the National 
Forest Way. Follow the path for another 
500m to the end of the field. 

Turn left before the gate in the corner of 
the field and follow the hedge around the 
edge of the field as it bears right. In the next 
corner of the field, head straight on over the 
wooden bridge, climbing the stiles either 
side of it. 

Continue ahead, keeping the hedge on 
your right. The path follows the line of the 
hedge as it  turns left then right and then 
straight on to the River Trent. (At this point 
the National Forest Way follows the path to 
the right and provides an interesting detour 
towards Walton alongside Tucklesholme 
Nature Reserve).

At the river turn left to walk along the river 
bank for approximately 1.5 km until the path 
veers slightly left, crosses a small stream, and 
then veers right to take you back onto the 
river bank .

Continue ahead, following the river and 
passing the small stone path to the Peace 
Wood on your left, until you reach the small 
bridge at the Riverside Hotel.
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This 6km (2.6 mile) walk 
takes you along the bank 
of the River Trent and 
round the developing 
Branston Leas Nature 
Reserve. You will walk 
alongside new woodland 
and areas of open 
countryside and enjoy 
some lovely views of both 
the river and distant hills. 

Nature Walks
Immerse yourself 
in nature by taking 
a walk around your 
local Wildlife Trust 
Nature Reserve. 

Here is a lovely 
example at Branston 
Leas Nature Reserve.

For more information about Wildlife 
Trusts throughout the National Forest 
and beyond, go to www.wildlifetrusts.org
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Calke Abbey wetlands 
and deer shelter walk

Explore Calke’s wetland area and discover a preserved 

18th-century deer shelter on this pleasant amble 

through an ancient parkland landscape. 

Terrain
The circular route takes you over rough 

grassland. It also has stepped and stone 

paths, kissing gates and stiles. Please 

note there may be livestock grazing along 

this route; please keep dogs on leads 

where necessary, and take care when 

crossing roads.

Ancient deer shelter
Calke's deer shelter was built in the 18th 

century amid old ridge and furrow land, 

to entice deer into the open parkland, 

where the Harpur-Crewe family could 

observe them from the house. Two 

hundred years later, red and fallow deer 

were re-introduced to Calke as an 

enclosed herd, and you can still see them 

today in the deer enclosure to the east of 

the house.

Calke Abbey's wetlands 
At the heart of the park is a series of two 

culverts and a weir, located between 

four ponds. The ponds were created in 

the 18th century and were used for 

fishing and recreation by the Harpur 

Crewe family of Calke Abbey.

The wetlands now provide an important 

wetland habitat for a range of wildlife. 

A project to improve water quality in the 

pond system and give a further habitat 

for the native white clawed crayfish 

resulted in this wetland area. It acts as a 

natural sediment trap as water flows in 

from the surrounding areas.

TRAIL
Walking

DIFFICULTY
Easy

TIME
1 hour

DISTANCE
2.4 miles (3.8 km)

FACILITIES 
Toilets, cafe, shop; 
Changing Places at 
Calke Explore

OS MAP Landranger 
128

If you’d like this information in an alternative 

format, please call us on 01332 863822 or 

email calkeabbey@nationaltrust.org.uk

For more walks, visit nationaltrust.org.uk/walks

Make the most of the 
National Trust sites by 
finding out about their 
mapped walks before your 
visit. Calke Abbey Wetland 
and Deer Shelter walk, 
as an example, is just 2.4 
miles long and will take 
approximately 1 hour. Or 
how about the Tramway 
Trail for a slightly longer 
route.

National Trust

START
Calke Abbey main car park

END
Calke Abbey main car park 

VISITING CALKE ABBEY
Please check the website before your visit for the latest booking information, opening times and admission prices.  

We recommend booking your visit in advance to avoid disappointment, 

and ask that all visitors park in the car parks provided at Calke Abbey. For more information about what to expect from your visit, head over to the Calke Abbey website: 

nationaltrust.org.uk/calke

From the main car park, head to the gate in the top-left corner of the car park, to follow the one-way system in place for parkland walks. Follow the footpath with the pond down to your right, then descend some steps to another gate. Pass through the gate and continue a short way along the path, with Betty’s Pond to your left. 

When you reach a fork in the path, bear right up the steps towards Fisherman’s car park. Continue upward across the grassy field towards the woods, then follow the path through Serpentine Wood until you reach a gate, with a stile on your left. 

Cross the stile and follow the path downward towards the driveway, with the fence on your right. When you reach the driveway, cross over and follow the drive for a short distance to the left. You’ll pass through a gate alongside a cattle grid, before taking a gravelled pathway leading off to the right. 
Follow the pathway into Calke Explore, crossing the entry road in order to take the boardwalk towards the facilities. Here you will find lots of wetlands to explore, along with a natural woodland play area, toilets and a refreshments kiosk. 

When you’re ready to continue, walk to the far end of the Calke Explore car park to join the Tramway Trail. On joining the path turn left, and then shortly after turn left at the fork in the path to head into the Pokers Leys woodland. When you reach the end of the woods, continue up the gentle incline with the field on your right, until you reach a gate. 
Where the driveway bends around the corner, you will see a track on the right alongside a dry-stone wall. Follow this path until it bends around to the left. 

Follow the historic driveway: you can continue along this track until the end or, after a short distance, take the grass path on your right to walk up the grassy knoll. This takes you up to the remains of the deer shelter, which has been preserved in the state in which it was found. 

After visiting the deer shelter, walk down the grassy hill to the old driveway, where you’ll see a stunning view of the Abbey. Keeping the exit road to your right, walk over the grass field back towards the stables and car park.  

Don’t want to carry the map with you? Why not take a photo on your smartphone!

KEY
Walk route
Directions
Car park

  1.

1.

5.

6.

2
.

3.

4.

7.

8.

P
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The Tramway Trail

Discover some of the old horse-drawn tramway that linked Ticknall to the canal at Ashby. A recently extended figure-of-eight route suitable for cyclists and walkers of all ages, you can make your adventure as long as you like.

Terrain
The Tramway Trail is an accessible and relatively flat route, suitable for cycling, walking, buggies and wheelchairs. The route takes in country lanes, stone paths and woodland. Please note there may be livestock grazing on this route; please keep dogs on leads where necessary, and take care when walking near or crossing roads. 

Ticknall’s Tramway
First approved for construction by Parliament in 1794, the tramway connected the brickyards, lime quarries and lime yards of Ticknall to the Ashby Canal. Connected to industry and settlements, the tramway was an early forerunner of railways which appeared in the 19th century.

Trail of Tunnels
The tramway closed in 1915 and nature gradually reclaimed the route. The original life of the tramway is still visible through a number of different tunnels and bridges you will pass on your way. Now surrounded by mature trees and hedgerow, they make great photo opportunities for enthusiasts and amateurs alike.

Wildlife
The trail is lined by hawthorn and blackthorn hedges, a superb food source and nesting for birds and small mammals.As you pass through woodlands and farmlands, look out for woodpeckers, yellowhammers, kestrels and buzzards. Limestone soils also make the ideal home for cowslips, vetches and bird’s foot trefoil.

TRAIL
Walking

DIFFICULTY
Easy

TIME
2 hours

DISTANCE
3.7 miles – 6.3 miles 
(5.9–10.1 km)

FACILITIES 
Toilets, cafe, shop; 
Changing Places at 
Calke Explore

OS MAP 
Landranger 128

If you’d like this information in an alternative format, please call us on 01332 863822 or email calkeabbey@nationaltrust.org.uk

For more walks, visit nationaltrust.org.uk/walks

START
Calke Explore car park

END
Calke Explore car park

VISITING CALKE ABBEY

Please check the website before 

your visit for the latest booking 

information, opening times and 

admission prices.

We recommend booking your visit 

in advance to avoid disappointment, 

At Calke Explore, join the Tramway Trail just beyond the main 

car park, and then turn left onto the hard path. Here, you’ll find 

the Tramway Trail map situated to the right of the path.

When you reach the trail map, turn left to follow the path 

through the woodland. Continue along this path to the end of 

the woodland, and then up a slight incline towards a gate at 

Hogg’s Close corner.

At Hogg’s Close corner, pass through the gate and bear left 

towards the driveway (be aware of cars approaching from the 

left). Take the track on the right, away from the driveway, with 

the dry stone wall to your right.

Continue until you reach a bend in the track, then look for 

a gate to your right. Pass through the gate and follow the path 

until you reach two pedestrian gates near a brick barn. Pass 

through the gates and continue along the path through 

farmland and woodland.

When you reach a squeezer stile on your left, do not cross 

the road but continue along the Tramway Trail to the right, 

which runs parallel to the road. Eventually, you’ll reach a road 

crossing. Cross the road and continue along the trail under a 

small bridge.

When you reach a sharp bend in the path, continue to your 

right along the Tramway Trail.

Pass under another small bridge and continue along the trail 

until you reach a gravel track with some cottages on your right.

Continue along the path until you come to a road crossing. 

Cross over, then pick up the Tramway trail and continue until 

you reach a small tunnel. Pass under the tunnel, then continue to 

follow the path through another gate.

When you reach another tunnel, take the right-hand pathway 

up to the trail (do not go under the tunnel this time). Turn right 

at the top, and pass a pond on your left.

Continue to follow the trail alongside the main driveway until 

you reach Middle Lodge, where you will find two gates. Pass 

through the right-hand gate and continue along the hard track 

until you reach Calke Explore.

Don’t want to carry the map with you? 

Why not take a photo on your smartphone!

KEY
Walk route

Directions

Car park
  1.

1.

5.

6.

7.

8.

10.

9.

2.

3.

4.

and ask that all visitors park in the 

car parks provided at Calke Abbey. 

For more information about what to 

expect from your visit, head over to 

the Calke Abbey website: 

nationaltrust.org.uk/calke

P

For more walks, visit  
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/walks

Visiting National Trust sites:
To guarantee entry, we 
recommend booking in advance, 
especially at weekends and 
bank holidays. Please check the 
National Trust property website 
before your visit.
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SWADLINCOTE WOODLANDS ORIENTEERING CHALLENGES 
2021 

 
Above is a small section of the Swadlincote Woodlands Permanent Orienteering 
Course (POC) map. 
 
The whole map and the Challenges for you to try by yourself, or with a friend, or as a 
family can be Downloaded from the South Derbyshire website 
www.southderbyshire.gov.uk then type in Swadlincote Woodlands. 
 
Printing your own map is easily done from the South Derbyshire website or from the 
Derwent Valley Orienteers website www.dvo.org.uk and follow the Permanent 
Courses link. 
 
Alternatively you can do the whole 20 Controls Challenge as a GPS course, at 
anytime, by using your Smart Phone. You download the free MapRun6 app to your 
Smart Phone. Open the App and fill in your details, which will then give you access to 
hundreds of Events, worldwide. Within the App press SELECT EVENT, then chose UK, 
then DERBYSHIRE, then DERWENT VALLEY, then SOUTH DERBYSHIRE and finally 
SWADLINCOTE WOODLANDS. Now you are ready to go to the Start, Red Triangle, 
listen for the bleep and of you go to visit the 20 Controls in any order before going 
back through the Double Red Circle to Finish. 
Almost immediately, on your Smart Phone, the results are available for everyone 
who has tried the Challenge. 
 
Hope you have fun doing this Challenge, lots more to try! 
 
Rex Bleakman for Derwent Valley Orienteers.  

If you haven't given Orienteering a try 
before, this is a great place for you to 
start.

Above is a small section of the Swadlincote 
Woodlands Permanent Orienteering Course 
(POC) map.

The whole map and the challenges for you to 
try by yourself, with a friend, or as a family can 
be downloaded from the South Derbyshire 
website www.southderbyshire.gov.uk and type 
in Swadlincote Woodlands.

Printing your own map is easy to do from the 
South Derbyshire website or from the
Derwent Valley Orienteers website  
www.dvo.org.uk and follow the  
Permanent Courses link.

Alternatively, you can complete the full 20 
Controls Challenge as a GPS course, at anytime, 

by using your Smart Phone. Just download 
the free MapRun6 app to your smart phone. 
Open the app and fill in your details, which will 
then give you access to hundreds of Events, 
worldwide. In the App press SELECT event, then 
chose UK, then DERBYSHIRE, then DERWENT 
VALLEY, then SOUTH DERBYSHIRE and finally 
SWADLINCOTE WOODLANDS.

Now you are ready to go to the Start, Red 
Triangle, listen for the bleep and off you go to 
visit the controls, in any order, before going 
back through the double red circle to finish. 
The results are available almost immediately 
on your smart phone for all those who have trid 
tried the challenge.

Hope you have fun doing this Challenge, there 
are lots more to try!

Rex Bleakman for Derwent Valley Orienteers.

Swadlincote Woodlands 
Orienteering Challenges 2021
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 formation of the Melbourne & Swadlincote 

Company of the Sherwood Foresters. Fred was 

believed wounded following an attack at the 

German front line. Captain Kerr 'went over and 

along with two other officers were the only ones 

to get back safely'. Fred was hit and knocked out 

as he rested in a shell hole according to an eye 

witness. It had taken 4 days for the news to be 

relayed from the front. The Brigadier General had 

these words to say in his letter to Mr Wragg – 'It 

will be, I am sure. Some small comfort to you to 

know that he fell gallantly leading his men even 

after he had been wounded. He is a great loss to 

the battalion, and will, I know, be much missed 

by his men.' The letter appeared in the Burton 

Mail on 12th July 1916.   
 
Lieutenant Norman John Wragg served in the 

3rd Battalion of the Sherwood Foresters. He died 

of wounds aged 26 on 18th July 1916. He is 

buried in St. Sever Cemetery near Rouen. The 

Wragg family had lost 2 sons in 14 days. 

 
Enter the park and walk straight ahead and stop 

at the crossing of paths. 

 
Eureka Park site in the Great War 

In 1917, the government took over 2.5 million 

acres of land for farming. By the end of the war 

Britain had an extra three million acres of farming 

land. Those who would have usually worked the 

land - young men - had been called up, so the 

work was done by the Womens' Land Army. 

About 16,000 mostly young women joined up. 

Allotments were encouraged in urban areas to 

grow vegetables and fruit. The land that Eureka 

Park stands on was farm land in 1914 but then 

used for allotments.  Those who worked in the 

munitions factories did not have enough food 

while anyone with money could get more than 

enough food on the black market. Any area that 

could grow food was converted to do so - 

gardens were turned into allotments and 

chickens etc. were kept in back gardens. 

 
Clocks go forward. British Summer Time began 

in May 1916 to maximise working hours in the 

day, particularly in agriculture. 

 
Continue ahead then take the gravel path right 

between the second avenue of trees to leave the 

park by The Railway Inn. Turn right and walk 

towards Emmanuel Parish Church. Stop at the 

top of Stanley Street. 

 
Bill Betteridge and his wife Lill were residents 

of Stanley Street. He served in the war    and 

was wounded twice and returned to the front and 

survived to tell some wonderful tales. One classic 

comment, when asked by young lads in the 

street about what he did in the war, he pointed 

out that while he was in France, his wife made 

munitions (mills bombs) and he said, 'Lill used to 

mek 'em and I used to chuck 'em'. 

 
Continue to the church. If open, please enter 

Emmanuel Church to view the memorial windows 

to Fred and Norman Wragg and their parents. 

Memorial plaques listing the fallen are in the 

south chapel. Return to the road and continue 

along Church Street making use of the pelican 

crossing to reach Hill Street and High Street 

junction with Coppiceside. 
 
Hill Street and Coppiceside 

Private George Albert Kirkham of Hill Street 

joined the Sherwood Foresters regiment. He was 

killed in action aged 25 in Italy on 15th June 1918. 

In civilian life he had been employed as a 

sanitary presser. George joined up in March 

1915 and served in France being wounded twice 

before finally dying in action in Italy. 

 
The Defence of the Realm Act (DORA) was used 

to ensure that food shortages never happened. 

However, people went around panic buying food 

and hoarding it at home at the start of the war. 

Some shops sold out of food in days in August 

1914. After the initial panic buying, people settled 

down into a routine and food was not a problem 

until 1916. In April  Britain only had six weeks of 

wheat left and bread was a staple part of most 

diets. Fines were issued for making white flour 

instead of wholewheat and for allowing rats to 

invade wheat stores. It was a bleak year for 

families - with the news from the Battle of the 

Somme and with food in short supply, suddenly 

the war was brought home to most families. Food 

prices rose. It was not easy to encourage poor 

families to eat less bread. The rich could afford 

the higher food prices but ordinary workers 

couldn't. They could buy food on the black 

market too. Food rationing began in 1918. 

 

In January 1918, sugar was rationed and by the 

end of April meat, butter, cheese and margarine 

were added to the list of rationed food. This 

allowed each person: 

15 oz (425g) of meat per week 

 5 oz (142g) of bacon per week 

 4 oz (113g) of butter or margarine per 

week. 

Ration cards were issued and everyone had to 

register with a butcher and grocer. This began in 

the south east and then spread to other areas. 

Rationing was a clear indication to the British 

public that all was not well, but it did work. The 

malnutrition identified in poorer communities 

After the war a Peace Celebration tea was held in the Town Hall. Plenty of sandwiches, cake, meat, tea and beer was flowing free. £21 was spent on fireworks.      
Make do and mend was not an idea of the Second World War as an advert in Burton Mail dated February 1918 shows – Repaired army boots 6sh 11d a pair. 
 
Pass in front of the Town Hall and turn left into Midland Road. 
 
Sabine's factory where shell cases were made was located behind the shops on the right. 

Walk down to the junction with Civic Way and use the pelican crossing in front of the fire station. Reach the road below the blue engineering brick wall by passing through a gap and stop at the corner of the Fire Station property. Look left along the jitty. You should be able to see the remains of the platform of Swadlincote Railway Station. 
 
The railway station 
Imagine the day when the cannon arrived by train to be displayed on The Delph. What a challenge to haul the gun on its carriage up to the front of the Town Hall for all to see. The East Staffordshire band played and a military guard accompanied the parade one Monday morning in October 1918.  Some lads would have left to go to war from the station but most of those called up would have marched down to Castle Gresley Station from the Drill Hall (dated 1913) in Castle Gresley. This is now Richfield's business premises. 

 
Continue ahead and stop at the end of the brick wall when Midland Road is reached.  
Midland Road 
Across the road stood Shoddy Pit.  It had two shafts, now capped off and protected by metal railings. Moses Cartwright's colliery was known locally as Shoddy Pit because of the poor working practices and the nature of the coal seams  that were badly faulted. It finally closed in the early 1900s. 

   Midland Road, beyond the pit, was home to a number of men who served in the Great War. On 24th June 1915 The Burton Chronicle announced the death of Private James Holden who served in the 1st Battalion of Grenadier Guards. He had died of wounds. Alfred Holden, his brother, was serving with the local Territorials at the front. Their nephew P. W. Parker was serving in the Inniskillin Fusiliers. Mrs Holden must have found life hard to bear at the time. Her brother was serving with the 5th Sherwood Foresters and he was in hospital in France. The Holden's lived on the left hand side of Midland Road next door to the shop in the distance. 
 
Private Percy Read also of Midland Road was 23 when he died. He had served his apprenticeship at the engineering firm Warren, Stacey & Co which was next to Shoddy Pit. (The buildings on the photograph behind the colliery chimney).  
More information about other soldiers can be gathered from the Magic Attic's “Forty Fighting Men “exhibition. 
 
Cross the road to the entrance of Eureka Park to view the Memorial Gates. 
 
The Great War Memorial Gates The recently restored gates were designed by a Mr Brewhill and completed in 1926. They were not dedicated until 1933. Two sons of the Wragg family, sanitary pipe manufacturers, are listed on the plaque along with others from Swadlincote. A proposal for War Memorial gardens appeared in an article in Burton Observer in June 1923 but was not developed. 

  
Major Fred Wragg 
In 1916 Fred Wragg went to France in command of the Swadlincote Company of the Sherwood Foresters regiment. He had recently been promoted to Major when the family heard the sad news of his death on 4th July. Along with Captain Kerr of Melbourne Hall he had worked for the 

A walk around Swadlincote and Church Gresley 

to commemorate those who worked on the Home 

Front and those who fought and died in The 

Great War. 
 
Starting at Sharpe's Pottery Museum on West 

Street, Swadlincote (Grid reference SK298195. 

Postcode DE11 9DG) the route is graded as 

easy and should take a couple of hours to 

complete. It is 2½ miles long with some ascents 

and descents always on town pavements. There 

are no stiles.   
  Comfortable walking shoes are best. Please 

keep your dog on a lead at all times. 
  

Take advantage of Sharpe's Pottery Museum & 

Heritage Centre which opened in January 2003 

before beginning the walk. The complex was 

founded in 1821 by Thomas Sharpe. His son, 

Edmund, patented the first flushing water closet 

rim in 1855. Household pots and utensils were 

manufactured and sold throughout the British 

Empire, Russia, Germany and Holland. The 

works eventually closed in 1967. After the Great 

War, the company recognised those employees 

who had served by making a clay roll of honour. 

Sadly this was either broken or misplaced but we 

have a photograph of it. 

Leave Sharpe's Pottery courtyard bearing left 

and turn right along West Street. Stop when you 

reach the Delph (the market square), 

 
The Delph 
A number of photographs and newspaper articles 

refer to the Delph as a hub and meeting place 

during the War. 
In March 1915 the Town Crier appealed for 500 

recruits – the call of King and country. 

As food became scarce as a result of attacks on 

convoys from USA and Canada, food economy 

was essential. The District Cookery Mistress 

conducted cookery demonstrations in the Town 

Hall. This was recorded in May 1917. 

On another occasion a captured German 18 

pounder whiz bang cannon was displayed on its 

carriage. The gun weighed between 2 to 3 tons. 

Sandbags were used to barricade it and it was 

hoped to raise £100,000 for the war effort. Notice 

its camouflaged wheels. 

Soldiers used the top deck of one of the Midland 

Light Railway tramcars on returning from war to 

be hailed heroes. 

Echoes of Heroes 
Swadlincote Memorial Walk 

Swadlincote Memorial Walk 
Or, why not try the Echoes of Heroes Memorial Walk.

For more information ring: 01283 535039 or email: rosliston@south-derbys.gov.uk 

Swadlincote Memorial Walk Echoes of Heroes 

For more information ring: 01283 535039 or email: rosliston@south-derbys.gov.uk 

Poppy Trail 
This short walk can start at Sharpe’s Pottery 
Museum on West Street, Swadlincote  (Grid 
reference SK298195, Postcode DE11 9QG) or 
from York Road, Church Gresley  (Grid reference 
SK300188, Postcode DE11 9DG) where ample 
street parking is available. The route is graded 
as easy and should take less than an hour to 
complete.

Leave Sharpe’s Pottery Museum by walking 
through the kiln hovel and taking the door on 
the right into the walled garden. Pass through 
the metal gate and keep the wall on the left. Walk 
uphill along Alexandra Road passing The Union 
of Democratic Mineworkers offices on the right 
and the wall clock on Crown Stores dated 1914. 
Next cross Hastings Road junction. At the top of 
the hill continue ahead along Church Avenue and 
Wilmot Road to meet Wilmot Gates opposite, at 
the junction of York Road. Cross the road with 
care and enter the park. Turn left and take a rest 
on the first seat. Numbered poppy plaques guide 
you round the trail.

Continue round the park in a clockwise direction.

Just before you reach Poppy 4 at Common Road 
gate, turn right to walk round the paddling pool 
footprint admiring the herbaceous plants as  
you go. 

Return to Poppy 4 and continue to walk in a 
clockwise direction. 

When you reach Regent Street Gates walk 
through and turn round to view the plaques on 
the gate posts. 

Return to the park and turn left to Poppy then 
bear right across the grass to weave your way 
along the grass sculpture. 

Half way along ‘Darning the Seam’ bear right to 
a post by the avenue of trees. 

Admire the memorial to Herbert Lea and 
continue towards the bandstand. 

Continue ahead along the main path to view 
Daisy Adams Memorial Garden. 

Make your way towards Wilmot Gates where 
you entered the park and then turn left 
remaining in the park to continue along the 
perimeter path to York Road Gates on the 
corner with Market Street. Cross the road with 
care to poppy 11 by the war memorial.

When you are ready to leave the war memorial 
garden recross the road and follow the 
perimeter fence of Maurice Lea Park to the 
left, round the corner into York Road to find 
where you started. Alternatively walk downhill 
retracing your steps to Sharpe’s Pottery 
Museum.

www.southderbyshire.gov.uk/our-services/things-to-do-and-places-to-visit/get-active/walking
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At Rosliston Forestry Centre we have several trails you can walk that will explore different 
aspects of the site and of the natural world, they include fun quiz questions, activities 
and information. We  have a Tree trail, Sculpture Trail, Science Trail, Teddy Walk , Japanese 
Trail and a Poetry Trail on site.

Rosliston Forestry Centre
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www.roslistonforestrycentre.co.uk
Phone: 01283 535039 Email: rosliston@southderbyshire.gov.uk
Rosliston Forestry Centre, Burton Road, Rosliston, Swadlincote, Derbyshire DE12 8JX

South Derbyshire
Environmental
Education
Project

Wild & Woody 
Sculpture Trail

If you go down to the woods 
today… 
You won’t believe 
your eyes

A fox, a badger, 
a giant snail, 

and beautiful butterflies!

Find out more and download the trails here:
Environmental Activities for the Public - Rosliston Forestry Centre
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Walk Leader Training

If you are interested in training as a volunteer walk leader for local walking 
groups, we would love to hear from you.

Throughout the National Forest there are lots of weekly walks being led by 
trained volunteer walk leaders. 

The walk leader training will cover:
• Benefits of walking
• Managing a group of walkers
• Roles and responsibilities of being a walk leader
• Risk assessing a route
• Insurance and Paperwork

In South Derbyshire, Get Active in the Forest coordinates a scheme of weekly 
Wellbeing walks, which last for approximately 1 hour each that are all led by 
our volunteer walk leaders. If you would like to join us in leading any of them, 
or even set up your own Wellbeing walk, please get in touch with  
Tor Adams, Get Active in the Forest Officer, on 01283 221000 or 
by email: tor.adams@southderbyshire.gov.uk

For walks within North West Leicestershire, please contact 
Georgina James on georgina.james@nwleicestershire.gov.uk 
or call 01530 454735.

For walks in Staffordshire, please contact 
Joanne Smith Sports Development Coordinator 01283 372970 Ext 42004  
joannesmith@everyoneactive.com
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Regularly Active Groups

Although many regularly active groups were unable to meet during COVID 
restrictions, some are managing to get back up and running again.  
Here are a few that you could join:

Derby and South Derbyshire Ramblers www.ramblers.org.uk/derby-south-derbyshire

Ministry of Nordic Walks  ministryofnordicwalks@gmail.com
Community Group in Leicester/Leicestershire 07502 576764

Get Active in the Forest Wellbeing walks and  Get.Active@southderbyshire.gov.uk
Walk Derbyshire walks

The Ashby Would Litterheroes Twitter: @AWLitterheroes
 Instagram: @awlitterheroes

Local litter picking groups www.keepbritaintidy.org

East Staffordshire Ramblers www.eaststaffsramblers.org.uk
   Group Chairman. Tel: 01283 820486
 Vice-Chairman. Tel: 01283 820673

Loughborough Ramblers www.loughboroughramblers.org.uk

Woodland Trust www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/visiting-woods/things-to-do/walking/
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The Walking Library is an ongoing art project by Dee Heddon & Misha Myers that 
explores walking and books. A Forest Walks version of the library has been created from 
suggestions of tree and woodland related books put forward by people who live in or 
have a connection to the National Forest. The Walking Library invites participants to 
share readings from books carried in places that seem to fit them, or which offer unusual 
juxtapositions. For example, someone may share a story about an oak tree when the 
group walks down a row of oaks. Books and places enter a lively dialogue, each opening 
up thinking and knowledge about the other. The book offers a pathway to seeing 
environments in new ways and environments offer different perspectives from which to 
encounter the books carried and read.

The portable library is available for loan contact 
enquiries@nationalforest.org - or you can experience the virtual library here 

https://walkinglibraryproject.wordpress.com/

the Walking Library
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Access For All Trail
Enjoy safe easy access. Contrast Swadlincote Woodlands 
with its dramatic industrial heritage. 
The walk starts at the car park off Derby Road (DE11 8LP) and should take less than an 
hour to complete. It is about 1½ miles in length. There are two short gentle ascents and 
one short descent. Numbered plaques guide you round the route.

Leave the car park by turning left past the toilet block and then through the metal 
sculpture arches. Stop at the cross of paths.

Welcome to Swadlincote Woodlands

Safety & good practice

You should 
• Wear appropriate clothing for the weather and carry extra layers
• Be aware of other path users.
• Mobility scooter – make sure it is properly maintained, keep the battery fully 

charged and make sure you know how far it can travel on a fully charged battery.

Please follow our park code 
• Protect our site, wildlife and all 

visitors.
• Enjoy the views and trails
• Leave the habitats undis-

turbed.
• Well behaved dogs on leads 

are welcome.
• Take dog’s mess and other 

litter to the bins provided.

Woodland

Meadow

Ponds & Streams

Footbridges

Footpaths

Parking

Playground

Toilets

Map Key

There are 33 hectares of parkland with a network of trails and a variety of habitats 
to enjoy. It is an informal woodland park and the restoration of the site has been 
supported by The National Forest Company, Butterfly Conservation and Derbyshire 
Wildlife Trust. There is a meadow, wetland areas and woodland. A variety of wildlife 
has resulted – dragonflies, butterflies, wild flowers, invertebrates, a wide range of 
trees and shrubs together with bats, birds and grass snakes. More information can 
be found on the Nature Walk leaflet. A Community Wood fuel group is now involved 
with managing the site by crown lifting trees (removing lower branches) close to 
the trails and thinning others. Some of the wood is taken away, some remains as 
brush for mini-beast habitats.

1

People | Place | Progress
www.south-derbys.gov.uk

Swadlincote Woodlands
Access For All Trail

F
ol

lo

w the Waymarkers

The walk starts at the car park off Derby Road (DE11 8LP) and should take less than an 
hour to complete. It is about 1 1/2 miles in length. There are two short gentle ascents and 
one short descent. Numbered plaques guide you round the route.
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Websites to check out:

NATIONAL FOREST

www.nationalforest.org/get-involved/promoted-walks

www.nationalforest.org/visit/national-forest-way

www.nationalforesttrek.co.uk

www.blacktogreen.org.uk

SOUTH DERBYSHIRE

www.southderbyshire.gov.uk/our-services/things-to-do-and-places-to-visit/get-active/walking

www.southderbyshire.gov.uk/our-services/things-to-do-and-places-to-visit/arts-and-culture/heritage-trails/
swadlincote-heritage-trails

www.southderbyshire.gov.uk/our-services/things-to-do-and-places-to-visit/arts-and-culture/heritage-trails/
world-war-one-commemorative-walks

www.southderbyshire.gov.uk/our-services/things-to-do-and-places-to-visit/arts-and-culture/heritage-trails/
swadlincote-picture-trails

www.southderbyshire.gov.uk/our-services/things-to-do-and-places-to-visit/get-active/teddy-trails

www.souderbyshire.gov.uk/heritagetrails

www.southderbyshire.gov.uk/firstworldwar

DERBYSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

www.derbyshire.gov.uk/council/partnerships/derbyshire-mapping-portal/derbyshire-mapping-portal.aspx

www.derbyshire.gov.uk/leisure/countryside/access/walking/walking-for-everyone.aspx

NORTH WEST LEICESTERSHIRE

www.nwleics.gov.uk/pages/walking_and_cycling

www.nwleics.gov.uk/files/documents/coalville_walks/coalville%20strolls.pdf

www.swannington-heritage.co.uk/visits-events/walks

EAST STAFFORDSHIRE

www.eaststaffsbc.gov.uk/parks-and-open-spaces/walks 

www.eaststaffsbc.gov.uk/sports-development/health-walks 

LEICESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 

www.leicestershire.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/cycling-and-walking/where-to-walk-in-leicestershire

www.choosehowyoumove.co.uk/walking/walking-maps

www.choosehowyoumove.co.uk/cycling/cycle-maps

www.leicscountryparks.org.uk

www.leicscountryparks.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/100dpi-Beacon-Hill-Country-Park-Leaflet-11.pdf

www.leicscountryparks.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/N0296-Broombriggs-Farm-And-Windmill-Hill-
Leaflet-Web-Version.pdf

www.walk4life.info/sites/default/files/walkdocs/walkdoc-11041.pdf

www.nwleics.gov.uk/pages/walking_and_running
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STAFFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

www.staffordshire.gov.uk/environment/RightsofWay/Footpaths-bridleways.aspx

www.staffordshire.gov.uk/environment/RightsofWay/PromotedRoutes/East-Staffordshire-walks.aspx 

ORIENTEERING

www.leioc.org.uk

www.derwentvalleyorienteers.org.uk

WALKING GROUPS

www.walkingforhealth.org.uk

www.choosehowyoumove.co.uk/walking/walking-groups

www.eastmidlandsu3as.org.uk/u3as.html

WALKING WEBSITES WITH ROUTES

www.ramblers.org.uk/go-walking/find-a-walk-or-route/about-ramblers-routes.aspx

www.walkinginengland.co.uk/leics/ashby.php 

www.walkinginengland.co.uk/derbyshire/walks.php

www.walkinginengland.co.uk/staffs/walks.php 

ACCESS FOR ALL

www.accessiblecountryside.org.uk/central

www.disabledramblers.co.uk

GENERAL MAPPING APPS/SITES (may require subscriptions)

osmaps.ordnancesurvey.co.uk

www.komoot.com

www.strava.com

www.mapmywalk.com

www.gps-routes.co.uk



Visit South Derbyshire 
to find the hidden gems within The National Forest

Visitor Information, South Derbyshire District Council, Civic Way, Swadlincote DE11 0AH

 Swadlincote Tourist Information Centre     visitsouthderbyshire

Swadl ncote
Tourist Information Centre

www.visitsouthderbyshire.co.uk email: info@visitsouthderbyshire.co.uk  

If you would to get involved in next year’s National Forest Walking Festival,  
please email Get.Active@southderbyshire.gov.uk by September 2021

All details correct at time of publication. Please ensure you are following the latest  
government guidelines when planning any walk or activity by visiting www.gov.uk/coronavirus


