25
YEARS
OF TRANSFORMATION:

1991 TO 2016
The National Forest sprang from a vision in the
1980s to bring multi-purpose forestry to lowland
areas, near where people live and work.

This leaflet can be used in conjunction
with OS Explorer 245 (The National
Forest) and Landranger number 128
(Derby and Burton upon Trent).

The idea came from what was then the Countryside
Commission. But it was overwhelming support from
the local communities, many of which had suffered
devastation through the closure of the mining and
clay extraction industries, that secured the Forest
for this area, this 200 square miles of Staffordshire,
Derbyshire and Leicestershire.
Beginning in 1991, the new trees were to bring
about a massive transformation: of the landscape,
the economy and people’s lives. Now, a quarter
of a century on, over eight and a half million trees
have been planted, primarily mixed native broadleaf
species, and forest cover has more than tripled from
6% in the early 1990s to over 20% in 2016.
200,000 people living in the Forest have woodlands
on their doorstep. Ten million people live within
90 minutes’ drive of the Forest with access to its
attractions, events, open spaces and woodlands.
Nearly every child in the Forest has planted a
tree; over half a million children, many from the
surrounding cities, have taken part in environmental
education activities in the Forest; nearly 300,000
people have taken part in Forest-related events over
the last 25 years. There’s still more trees to plant,
more woodlands to look after and many ways in
which you can help us and get involved.
Enjoy your walk through this changing landscape.
Find out more about the Forest and how you can
support us:

www.nationalforest.org
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an 8 mile circular walk
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 ross the road and go over the stile next to a metal
C
gate. Follow the footpath, following the hedge on
your right, across the fields. Shortly after a small stile,
follow the hedge round to the right and gently down to
cross two stiles over a stream (there are two “Linking
Environment and Farming” interpretation boards here)

 ross the drive and go over a stile. Head across the
C
field, keeping to the right of a fenced ditch, and head
for a gate at the top right hand corner of the field. Go
through the gate and over a stile to reach the road.

 escend to a wooden gate, cross the access road
D
to Smiths Hill Cottages and go through a metal gate.
Follow the track ahead for 225m until you meet a
surfaced track. Turn right down the track (keeping the
fence on your left) over a cattle grid, past Old Hall to
reach its drive.

NOTE: There is a lovely view of Dunstall church away to
your right.

 rom the finger post, follow the bridleway straight ahead
F
and uphill, with a hedged plantation on your left, until
you reach a wooden gate. Go through the small wood
to a second gate and then head across an open field,
under overhead lines, to an obvious gap in the hedge

 urn left along Main Street and follow it for 300m,
T
passing St James’ Church on the way. At the Co-op,
turn right along Crowberry Lane. Head straight ahead
past the village hall and follow the path through three
gates/stiles. On the way you will pass a Dunstall Park
interpretation board before reaching a large, solitary
fingerpost.

 ass the school and then turn right, walking round the
P
village pond to reach an access road. Turn left and,
with the pond on your left, walk for 130m to reach the
road. Turn right along Effinch Road and continue on to
junction with Main Street. The Three Horseshoes pub is
on your right.

Follow the path across the bridge, passing several
sports fields on your right, to reach Thomas Russell
Junior School.

 tart in the car park next to the Waterfront pub at
S
Barton Marina. Follow Marina Walk between the canal
basin and the pub, keeping the shops and cafes on
your right. Turn right through the archway (with a clock
above) and cross the road. Walk along the end of a
second car park and pick up the footpath to cross the
bridge ahead of you.

This 8-mile circular walk passes through Needwood
Forest and down into the Trent Valley. It was
designed to create a loop from the National Forest
Way, which it follows between Tatenhill and the Trent
& Mersey Canal.

2016 marked 25 years since the first trees were
planted in The National Forest. As part of the
anniversary celebrations, the Silver Circuit was
created.

The Silver Circuit
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 ollow the road for 300m before turning left into Barton
F
Marina. Follow down the drive to the Waterfront pub in
front of you.

Cross over the bridge and continue along the towpath
on the other side, passing under two roads, until you
reach the next canal Bridge 38 at Barton Turn. Leave
the canal here by turning right over the bridge.

 urn right and follow the towpath alongside the canal for
T
1,100m until you reach Bridge 36 over the canal.

 ross Tatenhill Lane and follow the National Forest Way
C
on the other side, keeping the stream on your right.
Cross a bridge, then turn left. Go through a gate and
follow the clear wide path with hedges on your left for
about 1,250m until you reach Tatenhill Lock on the Trent
& Mersey Canal.

 ear right through a large metal gate with a wooden
B
gate attached on its left. Continue ahead, ignoring all
other paths and you will join The National Forest Way,
just before you reach a wooden gate. Go through this
and follow the path (with a stream below to your right) to
reach the road.

 urn left along Main Street and, after about 300m, you
T
will reach a small stone well and bench on your right.
Turn right here and follow a grassy path uphill (with a
wire fence on your right) to a kissing gate. Go through
the gate and follow the grassy path straight ahead,
keeping to the left of the overhead line.

NOTE: If you want to stop for refreshments turn right to
The Horseshoe Inn in Tatenhill, about 150m along Main
Street.

 ollow the green lane through two metal gates to an
F
open field. Head across a field to a small metal gate in
the hedge. Continue along the bridleway alongside the
hedge on your left, through a further metal gate and
descend steeply into Tatenhill to a gate opposite the Old
Rectory.

 ontinue on to cross a stile ahead of you. Follow the
C
alley to the right of the cottage, through a gate to reach
the road. Turn left and then immediately right down
Cuckoo Cage Lane. Follow the lane to “Rockets Oak”
house and turn right down the green lane.

 o through a double gate and turn left through the farm
G
buildings. Just before the last barn, turn right to reach
another double gate. Walk across the field beyond,
heading towards the cottage in the bottom right hand
corner of the field, passing a small pond on your right.

 fter crossing the second stile, head diagonally up
A
the field past four oak trees, towards an isolated oak
tree in the corner of the field. Highlands Park Farm is
prominent on the skyline beyond. As you reach the oak
tree, cross a farm track, go over a stile and head up to
the right of the farm buildings.
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Points of interest along the walk:
1
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 attlestead Hill (which can be reached by following
B
signs for The National Forest Way between points
12 and 13) is reputed to be the site of a bloody battle
between the Angles and Danes. Big views across
the Trent Valley from the ridge-top path capture the
diversity of the National Forest as well as its heritage.
This mature woodland is attractive in all seasons and
especially so in spring, when primroses, bluebells and
violets carpet the woodland floor.

5

 atenhill Lock is one of the 76 locks on the 93-mile
T
Trent and Mersey Canal. It was designed by James
Brindley and completed in 1777 to carry industrial
goods. The canal today is an attractive and tranquil
spot where wildlife and people coexist.

 arton Marina opened for business in 2001. Situated
B
on the Trent and Mersey canal the Marina is home
for over 300 narrow boats. With the assistance of the
National Forest Company, woodland covers much of
the 90 acre site, intersected by a network of paths and
bridges. There are plenty of walks to explore and a
variety of wildlife to watch and enjoy.
Barton Marina hosts a range of retail shops,
restaurants, Waterfront pub and a cinema.
For more information, visit: www.bartonmarina.co.uk
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 t James Church in Barton under Needwood was
S
founded by Dr John Taylor, a native of the village,
who’s father, William, worked in Needwood Forest.
Once when the king, Henry VII, was hunting in the
forest he became detached from his party and he
came across William, who took the wet and cold
monarch home to his cottage. In repayment for the
kindness shown to him, the King undertook to pay
for the education of William’s children. Later, his son
John was appointed by Henry VIII as king’s clerk and
chaplain. He quickly became a rich and influential
man, but he never forgot the place of his birth and, in
1517, he obtained permission to erect a chapel. John
Taylor died in 1535 but he lived to see the church
completed.
The church is a Grade II listed building and is a rare
example of a church being completed in one lifetime.
Inscriptions over alternate pillars of the nave tell of
John Taylor’s career

 his section of the walk takes you through Needwood
T
Forest, in which you can find a number of areas
of parkland and wood pasture. Often linked to the
planned landscapes of historic buildings such as
Dunstall Hall, parkland consists of grasslands with
scattered trees. Unlike parklands, wood pasture tends
to be unplanned and is usually the result of a grazing
regime where a number of trees have been allowed to
reach maturity. Both habitats are not only important
in the landscape, but also for wildlife. Many of the
trees are very old ‘veterans’ and support a wide range
of other species within their trunks, branches and
canopy.
The National Forest Company is supporting
landowners with grants to plant trees to create new
areas of wood pasture on existing grassland. This
planting can also be used to establish the next
generation of trees which will grow alongside the
veterans in existing parklands and, in time, replace
them as the veteran trees of the future.

